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Ideas for class activities

Activities to teach processing skills to enable students to multi-task whilst listening.  These should enable students to build up the skills they need to process what they hear in a listening comprehension more quickly.

Patterned poems:
For example:
If I were a fruit I would be a strawberry because I am tasty and juicy
Good for practising grammatical structures and predicting what sort of vocabulary will follow.

Narrow listening/ reading:
Write/ use 3 short paragraphs, all very similar but some variations in detail.  Read them out to the class, students have to write down 3 things they all have in common and 3 things which are different.
Good for spotting patterns in sentence structure and learning vocabulary
Give out a translation of one of the texts with gaps.  Students listen to the passage and fill in the gaps in English.  
Give the students a list of topic words to find/ listen out for in the texts eg foods, colours.
Good for practising comprehension of short chunks of text.

Note taking
Students write notes on as much as they understand whilst listening to the passage.


Word or chunks hunt
A list of words or chunks of sentences is given out in English.  Students tick the ones they hear in the Cornish text. 
Musical chairs
Read a passage.  Students need to sit when they hear a specific word which is repeated during the passage.
Bad translation:
Students are given a passage in English.  It is a translation of the listening extract they are going to hear however, there are a set number of mistakes (10 or 12).  The students need to spot the mistakes.
Good for comprehension
Here’s an example using the transcription of the Grade 2 2012 exam:
Grade 2 2012

Bad translation
My brother and I bought the house six months ago, three weeks before Easter.  There was a lot of work to do in it because the man who lived there before was very lazy, and it wasn’t possible for him to do things around the house such as clean it and tidy it.
Because of this the house was very dirty and dark and we began cleaning everything before painting every room with paint we liked.  And this was not easy, because of the need to do the work in the weekends after playing with the baby, walking the dog and eating a picnic together.  Sometimes we fell asleep in a bed because we were so tired!
But we wanted to give Easter to the children and when the work was finished in the sitting room we decorated it well.  An egg in the middle of the room was the high point, and we put splendid lights on it and a golden star on its top.  The children were happy – “the old house wasn’t good.  We prefer living here,” they said.  

Transcription
Ow gwreg ha my a brenas an chi nans yw hwegh mis, teyr seythen kyns Nadelik. Yth esa meur a ober dhe wul ynno drefen bos pur goth an venyn a wre triga ena kyns, ha nyns o possybyl dhedhi gul taklow a-dro dhe’n chi kepar ha’y lanhe ha’y gempenna.
Rag henna pur blos ha tewal o an chi ha ni a dhalathas golhi puptra oll kyns payntya pub stevel gans liwyow o da genen. Ha nyns o henna es, awos an edhom a wul an ober gorthuherweyth wosa gwari gans an flehes, kerdhes gans an keun ha dybri kon war-barth. Treweythyow ni a godhas yn kosk yn kador drefen agan bos mar skwith!
Mes ni a vynnas ri Nadelik da dhe’n flehes ha pan veu gorfennys an ober y’n esedhva ni a wrug hy afina yn ta. Gwedhen yn kres an stevel o an ughboynt, ha ni a worras golowys splann warnedhi ha steren owrek war hy fenn. Lowen o an flehes – “nyns o da an chi koth. Gwell yw genen triga omma,” yn-medhons i.

Good translation
My wife and I bought the house six months ago, three weeks before Christmas.  There was a lot of work to do in it because the woman who lived there before was very old, and it wasn’t possible for her to do things around the house such as clean it and tidy it.
Because of this the house was very dirty and dark and we began cleaning everything before painting every room with colours we liked.  And this was not easy, because of the need to do the work in the evenings after playing with the children, walking the dog and eating dinner together.  Sometimes we fell asleep in a chair because we were so tired!
But we wanted to give Christmas to the children and when the work was finished in the sitting room we decorated it well.  A tree in the middle of the room was the high point, and we put splendid lights on it and a golden star on its top.  The children were happy – “the old house wasn’t good.  We prefer living here,” they said.  



Bad summary
Students are given a summary of the listening text in either English or Cornish (depending on their level) which contains a number of mistakes for them to find as they listen to the original correct version.  

Spot the missing detail
Students have a translation of the text they are listening to, however the translation includes a few extra details they will not hear.  Students have to highlight these. 

Listening slalom
Ideal for beginners.
Play or read out a simple text to the students.  They have a table which contains the English translation broken up into chunks along with red herrings.  Each row in the table contains the correct answer and 2/3 false ones.  As they listen, the students choose the correct item from each row of the table, working their way down the table.
Eg:
	
	1
	2
	3
	4

	A
	I play
	I go
	I do
	I don’t

	B
	To the park
	Rugby
	To the beach
	My homework

	C
	Every day
	On Saturdays
	Often
	Rarely

	D
	Because
	But
	Even when
	Because it is

	E
	I can
	I like it
	It’s fun
	I have to

	F
	Even
	Despite 
	Especially
	But not

	G
	If it’s cold
	If it’s windy
	If it’s foggy
	If it rains

	
	
	
	
	



Correct sentence is: I go to the beach on Saturdays because I can, even if it’s cold.

Faulty descriptions
Students are given a picture and spend some time in pairs brainstorming language (vocabulary and sentences) they would expect to hear in a description of it.  The teacher reads out several descriptions of the picture, only one of these is correct while the others contain inaccuracies about, for example clothes, what people are doing, where they are.  Students note down any inaccuracies they can and also decide which description was correct.
Spot the differences with translation
Students are shown a text in English.  Teacher reads out some other texts which are similar but contain a few differences.   The students have to listen and spot the differences between the text they can see and the ones they are hearing.  

Jigsaw listening

1) Take the transcript of a listening task and separate out into individual sentences.
2) Students work individually to predict the correct order before listening.
3) Student work in pairs to discuss any differences and agree on a final order
4) Students listen for the first time and check their prediction.  Then discuss in pairs what they understand and which parts are more difficult and that they pay more attention to on the second listening.
5) Second listening.  Students confirm their answers.  Follow this with a class discussion to verify the correct sequence and share the strategies the students used to predict and understand the script.
Here’s an example using the transcription of the grade 1 2012 paper:
Grade 1 2012

Dydh da. Ow hanow yw Peder Gow, my a ober gans ‘Surheans Afydhys’. Sur ov ty
dhe vynnes gwitha dha deylu yn ta. Mars eus droglam dhis fatel yll’ta kavos an
arhans dhe besya bewa yn fordh dha. A dhew-ugens peuns pub seythen ty a yll bos
sur ha ty heb ober y fydh arhans ragowgh. Ni a wra ri dhis hanterkans peuns, yn hwir
hanterkans peuns pub seythen bys dhe dheg seythen warn ugens yn unn vledhen.
Mars yw hemma dhe les dhis pelgows mar pleg orth an niver ma ….

Dydh da. Ow hanow yw Peder Gow, my a ober gans ‘Surheans Afydhys’. 

Sur ov ty dhe vynnes gwitha dha deylu yn ta. 

Mars eus droglam dhis fatel yll’ta kavos an arhans dhe besya bewa yn fordh dha. 

A dhew-ugens peuns pub seythen ty a yll bos sur ha ty heb ober y fydh arhans ragowgh. 

Ni a wra ri dhis hanterkans peuns, yn hwir hanterkans peuns pub seythen bys dhe dheg seythen warn ugens yn unn vledhen.

Mars yw hemma dhe les dhis pelgows mar pleg orth an niver ma ….


Dictogloss

1) Students listen to a short text without taking notes
2) Individually they write as many words as they can remember
3) They listen to the text again without writing anything down
4) In pairs the students now try to reconstruct the text
5) Listen to the text for a third time without writing anything down
6) Have another go at reconstructing the text in their pairs
7) Teacher provides a jumbled up version of the text
8) Pairs have a final go at reconstructing the text using the jumbled up version to help


Card Thieves

1) Show the students a list of 12-15 model sentences they have been using on the board.
2) Give the students 4 blank cards/ post-its and ask them to write any sentence from the board on each of the cards.
3) The aim of the game is to steal as many of the cards from other students within an allotted time period.  You can use rock, paper, scissors (karrek, paper, gwelsigow) to determine who gets to go first in each pair if you want.  The student tells another one of the sentences from the board, if that student has it, they have to hand over the piece of card with it on.  The student with the most cards at the end is the winner.  

Good for reinforcing grammatical structures.  
Here’s an example of sentences you could use with beginners:

My a wra redya
My a yll redya
My a vynn redya
My a red
My a wra dyski
My a yll dyski
My a vynn dyski
My a dhysk
My a wra skrifa		My a vynn skrifa
My a yll skrifa			My a skrif
Sentence chaos
1) Students play in groups of three: two players and a reader/ referee
2) The referee reads out some sentences in a specific order
3) The players then have to repeat the sentences in the same order (you can have the sentences written on a sheet in a random order to help)
4) Every time a player makes a mistake, play passes to the other player.  They can have 3/5 lives.

Definition game
Students listen to a description and have to guess the word it describes.  This could be given in English for beginners, but Cornish for more advanced learners.
Eg: it is round and orange and full of vitamin C.  What is it?

Sorting task
Students sort statements they hear into specific categories.
For example matching the sentences to the places they refer to:
Yesterday I sunbathed and swam all morning.
Choice of: school, beach, nightclub, cinema

Guess what comes next

This can be used with any language/ tense/ level.
Prepare a text and a gapped translation of the same.  You could also have a list of words to go in the gaps on the board (optional).  Give the students a copy of the gapped translation.
Read the text to the class.  Every so often pause (coincides with the gaps in the translation).  During the pause students should write on a piece of paper/ post it what they think the next word is.  Get students to show their words, or volunteers to call theirs out.  Then reveal the word.  Any student who has guessed correctly gets a point.  

Quickfire translations
Students listen to short sentences said by the teacher and write translations



Information gap tasks: The two detectives

Can be used with a variety of different language focuses eg tenses, describing people, seeking clarification and asking questions
Students work in pairs.  They are each a detective following a suspect in a robbery.  They work different shifts and so are sharing information over the phone.  
1) Give each student with notes in English that each detective has taken while observing the suspect at different times.  Partner 1 has different information from partner 2 and they both have blank time slots on their information sheet.
2) Each partner then asks the other in Cornish what the suspect did during the blank time slots on their card and fills in the gaps.
3) The students check to see if they have filled in their cards correctly.

Eg:

	Detective A
	Detective B

	08:00
	Suspect woke up and had breakfast
	14:00
	

	09:00
	Leaves the house.  Drives to Bodmin
	15:20
	

	10:15
	Goes into a café and meets an unknown man
	16:00
	

	11:30
	Leaves and drives to St Austell
	16:30
	

	12:00
	Goes to Asda.  Shops.
	18:00
	



	Detective A
	Detective B

	08:00
	
	14:00
	Suspect arrives home with shopping bags.

	09:00
	
	15:20
	Unknown man arrives with a black bag.  Hands it over.  Leaves immediately

	10:15
	
	16:00
	Suspect leaves on foot with black bag.

	11:30
	
	16:30
	Suspect arrives at Truro station.  Boards train to Falmouth.

	12:00
	
	18:00
	Suspect meets another man at the port.  Hands over the black bag.



